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I. Work Session Agenda 6:45 pm 
 

 DISCUSSION: OPEN SPACE FUNDING REQUESTS (HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION COMMISSION AND HUNTERDON LAND TRUST) 

Mayor Edwards opened the work session by informing there are two current requests to 
the Borough for grants from the Open Space Fund.  Ms. Edwards informed there is 
$30,000 in the fund at the present time, noting each year another $14,000 is added. 
 
Councilman Greiner, representing the HPC, said they are asking for up to $10,000 to 
refurbish the fence surrounding the War Memorial on North Main Street. 
 
Council agreed that this is a good investment. 
 
Patty Ruby, of the Hunterdon Land Trust, was also present to request a grant from the 
Borough Open Space Fund. 
 
Ms. Ruby gave a presentation on the Dvoor Farm project, which is included in these 
minutes. 
 
Architect Chris Pickell was also present to give an overview of the proposed renovation 
to the Wagon House on the farm property. 
 
Councilman Novick said that, while he sees this as a worthwhile project, he would vote 
to decline funding.  Mr. Novick stated he feels funding should be used on Tuccamirgan 
Park, which is in the Borough. 
 
Councilman Greiner asked if anyone is working on a plan for the park. 
 
Mayor Edwards informed Parks and Recreation has some funded plans already. 
 
Mr. Greiner agreed with Mr. Novick concerning the park, but said he would like to also 
support the Dvoor Farm project. 
 
Council Vice President Velella suggested Council speak with Councilman Gorman, who is 
liaison to Parks and Recreation, and not present, before making any decisions. 
 
Council agreed. 
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Lois Stewart, 26 Spring Street - said she would like Council to support the Dvoor Farm 
project, as it has a direct economic impact on the Borough. 
 
Council thanked Ms. Ruby for her time. 
 

 Motion To: Close the Work Session at 7:30 pm 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Joey Novick, Councilman 

SECONDER: Brian Swingle, Council President 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 

 

II. Regular Meeting Agenda 7:30 pm 

 Flag Salute 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Dorothy Fine Councilwoman Present  

John Gorman Councilman Absent  

Phil Greiner Councilman Present  

Joey Novick Councilman Present  

Phil Velella Council Vice President Present  

Brian Swingle Council President Present  

Erica Edwards Mayor Present  

  

Motion To: Move Resolution 2014-66 and Public Comments Session I 
to Agenda Items #3 and #4. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Joey Novick, Councilman 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 

 

1. Presentation: "Things to Help Flemington" (Helena Shore- age 8) 

Helena Shore, daughter of Borough resident Robert Shore, gave a presentation of her 
essay "Things to Help Flemington". 
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Ms. Shore answered questions from Council about her ideas.  Ms. Shore said the most 
important item on her list is to "make big ideas". 
 
Councilman Novick suggested a resolution to adopt Ms. Shore's list of "Things to Help 
Flemington". 
 
All agreed. 
 

 Motion To: Amend the Agenda to Add Resolution 2014-71: Helena 
Shore's "Things to Help Flemington" 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Joey Novick, Councilman 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 

 

1. RESOLUTION 2014-71: HELENA SHORE'S "THINGS TO HELP 
FLEMINGTON" 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Joey Novick, Councilman 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council Vice President 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 

 

2. PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION: FLEMINGTON-RARITAN REGIONAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 2014 BUDGET SCHOOL SECURITY AND HEALTH 
INSURANCE FOR TEACHERS' AIDES (UP TO APPROXIMATELY 60 
MINUTES 

Superintendent of Schools Gregory Nolan and Business Administrator Stephanie 
Voorhees were present to give a presentation of the 2014 School Budget.  The 
presentation overview is included in these minutes. 
 
Councilman Greiner, citing a recent newspaper article, asked for an explanation of the 
new healthcare costs for teacher's aides. 
 
Mr. Nolan explained the TA's were originally outsourced to the ESC to save $1.5m in 
healthcare costs.  Now, with the new Obamacare rules, it is required to offer these 
employees healthcare.  Mr. Nolan said this could be avoided by reducing their work 
hours, but noted two reasons this is not an option.  One, reduction of hours could be 
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seen as a move to circumvent the law, which could result in major government fines, 
and number two, less hours would not be beneficial to the students.  Mr. Nolan 
informed he was told not to reduce the hours by the schools' insurance broker.  Mr. 
Nolan stated the district will save $1m by having the TA's outsourced. 
 
Both Councilmen Swingle and Novick questioned how this was possible. 
 
Mr. Nolan explained there is savings in salaries as well as not having to pay full family 
benefits. 
 
Mr. Novick asked about employee turnaround. 
 
Mr. Nolan said it is approximately 20% from year to year. 
 
Mr. Swingle expressed his frustration with the slow implementation of better security in 
the schools. 
 
Mr. Nolan informed some information can't be disclosed, but said that most of the work 
done so far is within the management plan. 
 
Mr. Novick, noting outsourcing the TA's to the ESC removed them from the union, 
asked if this could also be construed as circumventing the law. 
 
Michelle Oberst, 68 Broad Street - asked if there is a contract with the ESC. 
 
Ms. Voorhees informed Obamacare came at the end of the current contract, adding the 
change was budgeted for. 
 
Council Vice President Velella asked for documentation used to back up the claim that 
the Flemington-Raritan School District would be liable to pay for the penalties under the 
new Affordable Care Act of all 400 ESC TA’s, if we lowered the hours of the TA’s to 
under 30 hours.  The FRSD only has 70 TA’s and a legal explanation was asked for. 
Council Vice President Velella asked if the ESC is paying for healthcare. 
 
Mr. Nolan said they are not. 
 
Lois Stewart, 28 Spring Street - asked if a TA can be denied healthcare if they are 
currently under a spouse's plan. 
 
Ms. Voorhees said they cannot be denied. 
 
Mr. Velella asked if FRSD is paying healthcare costs for all 70 TA’s even if they waived 
healthcare benefits because they have coverage elsewhere.  Mr Velella asked for a list 
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of TA’s that waive healthcare benefits, noting he has concerns that by paying an hourly 
rate to the ESC, we are paying for healthcare for those TA’s that opted out. 
 
Mr. Nolan said he would get this information. 
 
Ms. Stewart asked if any school bonds are being paid off, and why the Flemington 
schools assessment had gone up. 
 
Mr. Nolan said he would get the bond information for Ms. Stewart, but informed she 
would need to speak with the Borough tax assessor concerning the assessment. 
 
Council thanked Mr. Nolan and Ms. Voorhees for their presentation. 

 

3. RESOLUTION 2014-66: AUTHORIZING THE CLOSING OF MAIN STREET 
FROM CAPNER TO MINE STREET FROM 2:00 PM TO 11:00 PM ON JULY 19 
TH, 2014 FOR SALSA NIGHT AND AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR A 
SOCIAL AFFAIRS PERMIT TO THE DIVISION OF A.B.C FOR A BEER AND 
WINE GARDEN AT THE EVENT 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dorothy Fine, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council Vice President 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 

 

4. Public Comments -- Session I (up to approximately 3 minutes each for a 
maximum of approximately 30 minutes) 

Michelle Oberst, 68 Broad Street, representing St. Paul's Lutheran Church - spoke about 
an issue with a banner advertising a series of church lectures.  Ms. Oberst stated she 
had followed all the correct procedures for approval and was placed on the calendar for 
a number of two week periods in which the banner would be hung across Main Street.  
Ms. Oberst said she began to receive calls from FBID President Robert Shore concerning 
removal of the banner during the Tricentennial parade.  Ms. Oberst informed she 
consulted with Council members and was informed that the banner would remain, as it 
had been approved.  Ms. Oberst asked why the banner was removed on parade day 
anyway. 
 
Councilman Greiner said Ms. Oberst was correct, noting he had spoken with FBID 
Executive Director Megan Jones-Holt, informing her that the FBID could not make the 
decision to remove a banner that Council had approved.  Mr. Greiner informed he had 
then received a call on Friday night from parade committee chair Marcia Karrow, asking 
that the banner come down only during the parade. Ms Karrow said she had just 
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spoken with the mayor, and that the mayor had referred her to him, saying that he was 
the appropriate council member to handle this.   Mr. Greiner said he felt it was a 
reasonable compromise, and not being able to lawfully poll the other Council members 
at such a late date, made the decision to allow the removal.  Mr. Greiner stated he 
stands by his decision. 
 
Council Vice President Velella said this is unacceptable.  Mr. Velella said he had received 
a number of emails from FBID President Shore, which he felt were not appropriate, as 
they demanded the banner come down.  Mr. Velella said he explained to Mr. Shore that 
the church had complied with all requirements and was given approval.  Mr. Velella 
informed Council was not in the position to violate their own Ordinance and remove the 
banner.  Mr. Velella stated Mr. Shore then made calls to other Council members and the 
Mayor requesting the banner come down, and was given the same answer.  Mr. Velella 
said that he received emails from Mr. Shore, characterizing the  Council as "looking like 
a bunch of clowns" and acting childish and irresponsible.   Mr. Velella noted that, once 
the approval was given by Mr. Greiner to remove the banner during the parade, it was 
taken down by the Borough Fire Department in the morning.  Mr. Velella questioned 
Fire Chief Motzel concerning who instructed him to remove it.  Mr. Motzel informed the 
FBID had made the call.  Mr. Velella stated the banner was put back after the parade, 
but noted it was completely askew - showing Council a photo.  Mr. Velella said Council 
gave the FBID the opportunity to participate in the banner program by allowing them to 
schedule and hang the banners, not control content.  Mr. Velella suggested placing 
complete responsibility for banners back on the Borough. 
 
Councilman Novick, noting he has no issue with the banner's content, asked what legal 
say the Borough has in banner content. 
 
Borough Attorney Goodman advised Council to deal only with the current issue at this 
time. 
 
Mr. Velella made a motion to remove the FBID from the banner approval process, as 
they had overstepped their authority by, not only removing the banner, but also 
approving it without consulting the Borough Zoning Official. 
 
Mr. Greiner suggested giving the FBID another chance, noting they are new to the 
process.  Mr. Greiner said they are only responsible for scheduling and hanging of the 
banners, with Council issuing all approvals. 
 
Council President Swingle stated this is more than an issue with hanging a banner, 
noting that, concerning content, Council does not have the right to trample on an 
organization's First Amendment rights.  Mr. Swingle voiced his concern, as Fire 
Commissioner, with not knowing the banner was being removed by his Department.  
Mr. Swingle said he is not happy with the dishonesty in this situation. 
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Councilwoman Fine asked when the banner first went up, noting it took until Friday for 
Ms. Karrow to reach out to Mr. Greiner. 
 
Ms. Oberst said the banner went up on Tuesday, the 15th.  Ms. Oberst said this is a 
disservice to the church. 
 
Mr. Novick said he agrees with Mr. Greiner in giving the FBID another chance.  Mr. 
Novick said he did not agree with how the whole situation was handled, but believes it 
was more of a misstep. 
 
Mr. Greiner said that he told Council at the Saturday budget workshop that he had 
given Ms. Karrow permission to remove the banner. 
 
Mayor Edwards said she was under the impression it would be rolled up, not taken 
down. 
 
Mr. Greiner said he was astounded Ms. Karrow would be calling him the night before 
the parade.  Acknowledging the hard work the Tricentennial Committee had put into 
the parade; Mr. Greiner said he felt it not unreasonable to authorize taking the banner 
down for just those few hours that this did not constitute trampling on anyone’s 
constitutional rights. 
 
Mr. Velella restated the applicant had followed all procedures for banner approval, 
adding the Borough needs to adhere to its Ordinances. 
 
Mr. Greiner noted the original mistake was not getting approval from Zoning. 
 
Ms. Oberst said she had assumed Ms. Holt had gone through the proper channels to 
approve the church's banner.  Ms. Oberst said she would have been willing to 
compromise, had the Tricentennial Committee wanted to place their own banner across 
Main Street for the parade.  But since they did not have a banner, she feels it was 
wrong to remove hers based on its content.  Ms. Oberst also informed that the other 
scheduled dates for hanging the banner were changed without her knowledge - she 
noticed the changes on the FBID website calendar. 
 
Robert Shore, FBID President - informed the banner issue came up in an email chain, 
with content being the concern.  Mr. Shore said that having words such as bullying, 
domestic violence, pornography and sexuality spread out across Main Street is 
inappropriate.  Mr. Shore said he did what he thought was right, noting that when Mr. 
Velella said the banner could not be removed, he dropped the issue out of respect for 
Council.  Mr. Shore then said that Ms. Karrow called him, and was livid, stating this 
made him concerned how the Borough and Council would look if this banner remained 
across Main Street. 
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Attorney Goodman stated the Government has to abide by its laws, and cannot impose 
personal opinions. 
 
  

Mr. Shore stated he told Ms. Karrow that he was informed the banner could not be 
taken down. On Friday evening, Mr. Shore said he then received an email from Mr. 
Greiner, and a subsequent call from Ms. Karrow asking him to read the email. Mr. Shore 
informed permission had been granted to remove the banner. Mr. Shore said, at this 
late time, he could not reach the FBID Executive Director, but was told to call the Fire 
Department for removal, which he did. 
 
Mr. Swingle inquired who instructed Mr. Shore to call the fire department. 
 
Mr. Shore declined to answer. 

 
Mr. Novick, speaking on the lecture series, said the town should be proud of such 
community events.  Mr. Novick stated he is in favor of keeping the FBID involved in the 
banner process. 
 
Mr. Swingle again stated emergency services should not be used for these situations. 
 
Lois Stewart, 26 Spring Street - said this was just an unfortunate incident, noting she 
also thought the banner should have been removed during the parade - not for content, 
but because it wasn't hung well. 
 
County Freeholder Holt - wished to thank the Borough for being the County Seat and 
hosting a beautiful parade on a beautiful day. 
 
Tony Previte, 45 N. Main Street - said he had attended the parade, and didn't even 
notice the banner. 
 
Al Brewer, 1 Coppermine Village - stated, on a positive note, that he is very proud of 
the Borough and Council. 
 
Mr. Velella, based on comments from Council, said he would not move to take banner 
responsibilities away from the FBID.  Mr. Velella suggested there be a memo of 
understanding drafted, with all rules of conduct spelled out concerning the ordinance. 
 
Councilwoman Fine said the date changes for the upcoming lectures need to be 
addressed. 
 
Ms. Oberst said Ms. Holt had sent her a letter stating she, Ms. Holt, holds the right to 
change all banner hanging dates. 
 
Attorney Goodman stated someone should speak with Ms. Holt concerning this. 



Minutes Mayor and Common Council March 24, 2014 

Borough of Flemington Page 9Updated 5/27/2014 12:02 PM4/25/2014 2:23 PM4/25/2014 1:45 PM 

 
Mayor Edwards added that it must be stated that Council retains the right to make 
changes to the agreement with the FBID. 
 
Mr. Shore said the banner criteria needs to be more clearly defined. 
 
Mayor Edwards said the content standards are broad by design, but noted Council will 
listen to any recommendations for modification. 
 
Mr. Greiner informed the ordinance provides for Zoning Officer Klein to refer any issues, 
including those concerning content, to Council. 
 
 
Ms. Oberst stated the application by her church was submitted in full to Ms. Holt. 

5. Mayor's Report (up to approximately 3 minutes) 

Mayor Edwards informed, out of respect for the planned Hunterdon County economic 
planning workshop on March 27th, the Borough budget work session for that evening 
will be postponed until Tuesday, April 8th, from 6-9pm.  Ms. Edwards added Council 
members would be attending the County workshop.  Ms. Edwards reminded the next 
Borough budget work session will be held on Saturday, April 5th, from 8:30am - 
12:00pm. 
 
Ms. Edwards informed there will be a meeting with representatives from Hunter Hills on 
Tuesday, March 25th.  Ms. Edwards noted there had been other meetings scheduled, 
but Hunter Hills had cancelled.   
 
Ms. Edwards said the Borough is having discussions with the NJDEP concerning the 
Hineline property.  Ms. Edwards stated they concern property liens and how they may 
be reconciled upon its sale.  Ms. Edwards said the Borough Redevelopment Committee 
will also be discussing this issue. 
 

6. Council Members' Reports (up to approximately 3 minutes each) 

 

 Councilwoman Fine 

Councilwoman Fine informed the Shade Tree Commission has determined the diseased 
trees behind the DPW will be removed.  Ms. Fine said there will be a tree planting with 
students from RFIS honoring Ann Thomas, on Arbor Day. 
 
Ms. Fine informed there will be a tree planting to commemorate the County 
Tricentennial on October 25th.  Ms. Fine stated Lois Velella is looking into planting a 
Mercer Oak. 
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Ms. Fine said the adopt-a-tree program will begin as soon as weather permits. 
 
Ms. Fine informed the trees being removed on Spring Street will be replaced with 
dogwoods on the west side and elms on the east. 
 
Ms. Fine informed the most recent Environmental Commission meeting had been 
cancelled.  Ms. Fine said they would be working with HART to finalize the paperwork for 
the 2014 Sustainable Jersey certification.    
 

 Councilman Gorman 

Mr. Gorman was not present. 
 

 Councilman Greiner 

Councilman Greiner informed the budgets for his departments were reviewed at the 
recent budget workshop on March 22nd, noting there had been no significant changes 
from the last year. 
 
Mr. Greiner informed he had attended the recent Fire Department Ladies' Night, the 
Town Hall with Governor Christie and the Tricentennial parade. 
 
Mr. Greiner informed the Library Board meeting concerned changes in staffing. 
 
Mr. Greiner informed there had been no recent Property Management issues. 
 

 Councilman Novick 

Councilman Novick informed he had attended the Tricentennial parade, noting it was 
great. 
 
Mr. Novick suggested helping Ms. Oberst and her church with promotion of their 
upcoming lecture series by putting the information in the Borough newsletter, on the 
FBID website and in the newspaper. 
 

 Council President Swingle 

Council President Swingle speaking of the emergency response issues at Hunter Hills, 
informed that in 2013 there were: 
 
 46 - Domestic Violence summonses 
 35 - Ambulance visits 
 30 - Assault summonses 
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Mr. Swingle stated that, concerning instances of domestic violence, Hunter Hills 
numbers are 8-23 times greater than all other complexes.   
 
Mr. Swinge stated that, concerning assaults, they are 6-12 times greater than all other 
complexes. 
 

 Council Vice President Velella 

Council President Velella informed he had attended the Fire Department Ladies' Night 
and the Tricentennial parade. 
 
Mr. Velella informed he had met with Maser Consulting and the FBID concerning the 
Borough streetscape plan and possible grant money that may be available. 
 
Mr. Velella said he had spoken with the attorney and owner of 54 East Main Street, 
informing their wish to donate the property to the Borough.  Mr. Velella said the 
property has DEP issues and more information would be needed. 
 

7. RESOLUTION 2014-62: RESOLUTION CALLING ON THE LEGISLATURE TO 
MAKE PERMANENT THE 2% CAP ON INTEREST ARBITRATION AWARDS 

Coucilman  Novick, speaking in opposition to the resolution, said he believes the 
Governor fibbed in omission by not stating this cap was originally supported due to the 
fiscal crisis.  Mr. Novick believes this is government overreach.   
 
Council President Swingle informed this resolution concerns arbitration only.  Mr. 
Swingle noted Borough salary negotiations have been done without attorneys, etc., and 
have been very successful. 
 
Councilwoman Fine stated this makes the cap permanent, and agrees with Mr. Novick 
that this is not the way to go. 
 
Councilman Greiner informed private entities negotiate contracts with their own money, 
which is not the case with public contract negotiations. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [3 TO 2] 

MOVER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council Vice President 

AYES: Phil Greiner, Phil Velella, Brian Swingle 

NAYS: Dorothy Fine, Joey Novick 

ABSENT: John Gorman 
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8. RESOLUTION 2014-63: AUTHORIZING HARRY HAULSHALTER, ESQ TO 
REPRESENT THE BOROUGH OF FLEMINGTON IN THE TAX APPEAL FILED 
BY TD BANK ON BLOCK 49 LOT 8, AT A RATE OF $160.00 PER HOUR 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Joey Novick, Councilman 

SECONDER: Brian Swingle, Council President 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 

 

9. RESOLUTION 2014-64: REQUESTING AN EXTENSION OF TIME TO 
INTRODUCE THE 2014 BUDGET 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council President 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council Vice President 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 

 

10. RESOLUTION 2014-65: APPROVING AN ON PREMISE RAFFLE FOR SAFE 
IN HUNTERDON TO BE HELD ON MAY 17, 2014 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Dorothy Fine, Councilwoman 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 

 

11. RESOLUTION 2014-67: AUTHORIZING THE REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE 
CERTIFICATE # 2012-011 HELD ON BLOCK 16 LOT 11.01, KNOWN AS 41 
COURT STREET 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dorothy Fine, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 
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12. RESOLUTION 2014-68: AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF THE RECYCLING 
TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Dorothy Fine, Councilwoman 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 

 

13. RESOLUTION 2014-69: EXTENDING THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
CONTRACTS THROUGH MAY 31, 2014 

Mayor Edwards asked Council members to come to the next meeting with 
recommendations from their commissions concerning professionals. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Joey Novick, Councilman 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 

 

14. RESOLUTION 2014-70: AUTHORIZING A TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council Vice President 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 

 

15. ORDINANCE 2014-3: FIRST READING: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER VII TRAFFIC, SCHEDULE XII PARKING RESTRICTED USE FOR 
HANDICAPPED PERSONS BY ADDING A SPOT AT 25 SPRING STREET 

RESULT: INTRODUCED [UNANIMOUS] Next: 4/14/2014 7:30 PM 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council President 

SECONDER: Dorothy Fine, Councilwoman 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 

 

16. Attorney's Report 
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No Attorney Report 

 

17. Statement by Councilman Novick 

Councilman Novick thanked Mr. Swingle for providing the numbers concerning Hunter 
Hills.  Mr. Novick said he feels the numbers do not justify seeking eminent domain.  Mr. 
Novick cited the survey done by Ms. Lax, of Hunterdon Helpline, which showed many 
complex residents do not feel crime is a major issue. Mr. Novick did say, however, the 
issues at Hunter Hills need to be addressed. 
 
Councilman Swingle informed that, in reality, the call that comes in to the Police 
Department is not necessarily what the officer encounters.  Mr. Swingle said any 
resident crime concerns are alarming, and need attention. 
 
Mayor Edwards said that, numbers notwithstanding, a considerable number of residents 
consider crime a concern, which is a major issue for her. 
 
Mr. Novick said he appreciates all the meetings with residents and complex 
representatives, but stated he still does not agree with eminent domain. 
 
Mayor Edwards informed that, over decades, the landlord has proven resistant to 
working, or even communicating, with the Borough concerning issues at the complex. 

 

18. Public Comments -- Session II (up to approximately 3 minutes each for a 
maximum of approximately 30 minutes or until 10:00 PM whichever 
earlier occurs) 

Al Brewer, Borough School Board Member - stated he is greatly concerned how 
committees are processed at the board.  He feels the Borough is not represented 
concerning school security.  Mr. Brewer said he questioned the $50k total allotment for 
security during a Facilities and Operations meeting, and was told this is only a 
"placesetting".   Mr. Brewer said he wanted to bring his concerns to Council. 
 
Tony Previte, 45 North Main Street - voiced his concerns over snow removal, 
questionable activities and traffic conditions at Steve's Store.  Mr. Previte said he 
believes the Police should have a presence in the area, which might create more order. 
 
Don Rinker, 34 New Jersey Avenue - said there needs to be improvement by the trash 
hauler in the separation of recycling and garbage. 
 

19. Payment of the Bills 

 Motion To: Pay The Bills 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

SECONDER: Joey Novick, Councilman 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 

 

Executive Session For Any Other Applicable Matter Identified During the 
Regular Meeting (Action May Be Taken) 

No Items for Executive Session. 

 

Adjournment 

 Motion To: Adjourn at 10:35 pm 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

SECONDER: Brian Swingle, Council President 

AYES: Fine, Greiner, Novick, Velella, Swingle 

ABSENT: John Gorman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________      April 16, 2016 
Robin M Hughes 
Acting Deputy Clerk 
Borough of Flemington 


