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I. Work Session Agenda 7:00 PM 

 BRIEF DISCUSSION: RESTORING THE FENCE AT THE WAR MEMORIAL 
(GREINER) 

Councilman Greiner, liaison to the Borough HPC, spoke of restoring/replacing the fence 
around the War Memorial at the end of Main Street. Mr. Greiner explained it would cost 
approximately $6,000 to sandblast and repaint all the pieces of fence.  Mr. Greiner was 
seeking opinions of Council concerning this cost, and how it might be paid.  Mr. Greiner 
said there was a possibility that some, if not all, of the cost could be covered by a 
generous benefactor (although none are known at this point). 
 
Council members asked what purpose the fence provides, if any pieces are missing, and 
what the plan would be for reinstallation.  Councilman Gorman reminded that the 
monument has been expanded, so the current fence will not fit all the way around. 
 
Mr. Greiner explained that the fence is of historical value, and that most, if not all, of 
the pieces are accounted for.  Mr. Greiner, considering suggestions from other Council 
members, gave possibilities for the reinstallation.  Mr. Velella said there should be 
openings at crosswalk pathways for visitors to approach the monument, adding that it 
should also be within a mulch line, making it easier for the DPW to maintain the area.   
 
Council members agreed that it would be nice to have the fence refurbished and put 
back in place, but all stated that they would prefer it be revenue neutral, or 
substantially funded by another entity. 
 
Lois Stewart, 26 Spring Street - reminded that Open Space funds could be used, or that 
the project could be funded by Borough residents.  Ms. Stewart suggested there are 
many people who would be willing to contribute to a cause such as this, noting that, 
only 60 donations of $100 would cover the cost. 
 
Elaine Gorman, 34 New York Avenue - informed that the VFW had asked for a gate in 
line with the walkway for ease of entering the monument. 
 
Mr. Greiner thanked Council for their suggestions and support of this project. 

 Motion To: Close the Work Session at 7:23 PM 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

SECONDER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

II. Regular Meeting Agenda 7:35 PM 

 Flag Salute 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Brian Swingle Council Vice President Present  

Phil Velella Council President Present  

Dorothy Fine Councilwoman Present  

John Gorman Councilman Present  

Joey Novick Councilman Present  

Phil Greiner Councilman Present  

Erica Edwards Mayor Present  

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-189: AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN 
AN AGREEMENT WITH THE FLEMINGTON BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT 
DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR THE INSTALLATION AND 
MAINTENANCE OF PLANTINGS FOR 120 FLOWER PLANTERS OWNED BY 
THE BID FOR THE 2014 CALENDAR YEAR 

Robert Benjamin, FBID Chairman, informed that he was not authorized to sign an 
agreement this evening, as it is protocol to go through a committee process first. 
 
Mayor Edwards and Council explained that this is only a Resolution to authorize the 
Mayor to sign an agreement with the FBID, so there would be no issue moving forward 
with the vote. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council President 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-187: AWARDING THE 2014 CONTRACT FOR 
PLANTINGS FOR 217 FLOWER PLANTERS TO FLEMINGTON FLORAL 
COMPANY IN THE AMOUNT OF $16,600.50 ($5,533.50 PER EACH OF THE 
THREE PLANTINGS) 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council President 

SECONDER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

Motion To: Open Public Hearing Concerning Resolution 2013-190 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council President 

SECONDER: Joey Novick, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

Public Hearing 

Councilman Novick said he would like to see some sense of specific timetables/metrics 
that are reportable, also suggesting quarterly public presentations to educate the 
(public?) 
 
Council President Velella agreed that there should be some metrics in place, noting that 
there are no Council members currently on any FBID committees. 
 
Councilwoman Fine asked if the overall budget will remain the same in the next couple 
of years. 
 
Megan Holt, FBID Executive Director, said communication is a priority for the FBID, 
adding they could give information to Council for inclusion in the Borough newsletter.   
 
Mr. Benjamin said he feels the FBID is "ahead of the game", noting 2014 will be a year 
of tangibles.  Concerning the budget, Mr. Benjamin said he is hoping to increase the 
budget over time in relation to the FBID doing well for the business community. 

 Motion To: Close Public Hearing 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council President 

SECONDER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

RESOLUTION 2013-190: SECOND READING (PUBLIC HEARING): 
APPROVING THE BUDGET OF THE FLEMINGTON BUSINESS 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT FOR THE YEAR 2014 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council President 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-191: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE PLANNING BOARD TO UNDERTAKE A PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 
TO DETERMINE WHETHER AN AREA OF THE BOROUGH INCLUSIVE OF 
THE GLOBAL AGWAY SITE AND CERTAIN ADJACENT AND PROXIMATE 
PROPERTIES MEETS THE STATUTORY CRITERIA FOR “AN AREA IN NEED 
OF REDEVELOPMENT”, PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AND 
HOUSING LAW 

It was noted that this study will be conducted and referred without condemnation, 
which Mr. Velella stated makes him more comfortable to endorse. 
 
Council members questioned the inclusion of 39 & 40 North Main Street, asking what 
currently exists on these properties. 
 
Councilman Greiner informed #39 is a residential property at the northeast corner of 
Walter Foran Boulevard and North Main Street, and #40 is the property just south of 
the Steve's store lot. 
 
Councilman Novick asked if the resident at #39 had been informed of the impending 
study, saying he would be more comfortable knowing they had. 
 
Mayor Edwards said not yet, as this is just a Resolution to ask the Planning Board to do 
a study. 
 
Attorney Beckelman said the residents/owners would receive notice when the Planning 
Board holds a public hearing on the study results. 
 
Mr. Greiner said he is not sure if the Planning Board would have this on its next agenda, 
as the meeting is on December 16th. 
 
Mr. Novick said he is concerned that such a study could hurt the owner in the event he 
is trying to sell the property. 
 
Council President Velella said the study could actually cause an increase in the 
property's value. 
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Borough Planner Hintz informed the owner had come before the Planning Board 10 
years ago asking to rezone the property for office use, noting the change had been 
made. 
 
Frances Staples, 12 North Main Street - asked if there is a current project planned for 
the old feed mill property. 
 
Mayor Edwards informed it is approved for retail. 
 
Lois Stewart, 26 Spring Street - asked why the property across Hopewell Avenue, 
currently housing Mechanical Precision, was not included.  Ms. Stewart also asked for 
financial specifics of the study. 
 
Mr. Greiner said this property is not a concern and isnot part of the visual gateway into 
the Borough. 
 
Mayor Edwards said she did not have exact figures this evening, but would compile 
them for Ms. Stewart. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

SECONDER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-192: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE PLANNING BOARD TO UNDERTAKE A PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 
TO DETERMINE WHETHER AN AREA OF THE BOROUGH DESIGNATED ON 
THE BOROUGH TAX MAP AS BLOCK 1, LOT 3, WITH A STREET ADDRESS 
OF 15 GARDEN LANE, MEETS THE STATUTORY CRITERIA FOR “AN AREA 
IN NEED OF REDEVELOPMENT”, PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL 
REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING LAW 

Mayor Edwards informed of her concerns with the crime rate, overcrowding, bed bug 
infestations and fire code violations at the complex.  Ms. Edwards said meeting with the 
owner, Nick Rizzo, and his staff only heightened these concerns, stating the best 
opportunity to turn this property around lies in the Borough's hands.  Ms. Edwards said 
this resolution is borne of her serious concerns for the law abiding residents living at 
Hunter Hills, and for the well being of all residents of the Borough touched by this 
situation.  Ms. Edwards informed this Resolution provides for reserving the Borough's 
right to eminent domain.  Ms. Edwards stated Council is asking the Planning Board to 
do a study concerning classifying the complex an area in need of redevelopment, noting 
she hopes eminent domain does not come into play.  Ms. Edwards stressed that, in the 
event this action is necessary, the Borough is not buying Hunter Hills.  Ms. Edwards said 
a new owner would be sought.  Mr. Edwards also stressed that, in the event the new 
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owner required the complex be vacated, she would, personally, aid all law abiding 
citizens in finding new housing in the Borough. 
 
Council Vice President Swingle said it is apparent, when reading the newspaper 
headlines, that something must be done.  Mr. Swingle said this complex is a detriment 
to the community and a drain on Borough Police resources.  Mr. Swingle also stated the 
Borough had made its best efforts with the owners, with no satisfaction. 
 
Councilman Novick said he agrees with everything already stated, noting that years 
ago, when he was on Council, there was contact with the property owner, with no 
satisfaction then either.  Mr. Novick did have concern that the owner was not in 
attendance, and asked that this matter be discussed in a work session before putting it 
to a vote.  Mr. Novick also voiced concern with the Borough's ability to relocate up to 
several hundred tenants if this became necessary.  Mr. Novick also suggested that any 
correspondence with the current tenants be bilingual.  Mr. Novick asked Attorney 
Beckelman if the complex qualifies as a blighted area. 
 
Mr. Beckelman said that is up to the study, noting the process if very complex - Council 
votes to ask the Planning Board for a study, the Planning Board votes to conduct a 
study, at the conclusion of the study, the Planning Board will bring their findings back 
to Council, with their recommendations, most likely deeming the complex an area in 
need of redevelopment.  Declaring eminent domain would be a later step in the 
process. 
 
Ms. Ospina, 48 East Main Street - voiced her concerns for informing Spanish speaking 
tenants, how a tenant is deemed law abiding, and how displaced families will find 
housing that is affordable. 
 
Mayor Edwards explained that she will be meeting with residents of Hunter Hills on 
January 9th, and residents of each of the other complexes on the following Thursdays.  
Ms. Edwards said these non-public meetings would probably take place at Borough Hall, 
unless the tenants feel it is problematic to travel there, then she would meet them at a 
location more suitable to them.  Ms. Edwards informed communication about the 
meeting would be provided in Spanish.  Ms. Edwards said those not involved in police 
calls and overcrowding would be considered law abiding citizens.  Ms. Edwards again 
stressed her commitment to helping these individuals and families find new housing. 
 
Karen Giffen, 9 Highland Avenue - said she has concerns that this is moving too fast, 
considering Council only met with the owners four months ago.  Ms. Giffen also asked if 
redevelopment with the current owner would also be considered. 
 
Mayor Edwards said this complex has been a concern for the Borough for many years, 
and previous contact had been made with the owner.  Ms. Edwards said there is no 
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redeveloper on deck and the current owner, Mr. Rizzo, would not be ruled out, adding 
that he would need to change his posture to have Council's blessing. 
 
Councilwoman Fine said she would like to have more documentation of the issues, and 
a clear understanding of the repercussions of eminent domain. 
 
Mr. Beckelman reminded that, as he stated before, a vote for eminent domain would 
only come after the avenue of the complex being declared an area in need of 
redevelopment had been accomplished and all other options for redevelopment 
exhausted.. 
 
Lois Stewart, 26 Spring Street - asking if the poor living conditions were not the 
responsibility of the owner. 
 
Mr. Novick said the problem is getting Mr. Rizzo to take control of the problems. 
 
Councilman Gorman said this Resolution is part of the process of getting action going 
on this issue. 
 
Councilman Greiner said his hope is that the current owner will respond to this action. 
 
Noelle O'Donnell, 20 Bonnell Street - asked if the landlord had been addressed legally. 
 
Mayor Edwards explains we have complied with the law. 
  
Mr. Greiner explained that the overcrowding Ordinance is complaint based, so each is 
addressed on a case by case basis.  Mr. Greiner explained that the Fire Marshall 
inspects when there is a tenant change, therefore the apartment is usually empty, 
adding the Borough has partnered with the State and is looking at how to inspect more 
often. 
 
Ms. O'Donnell - said she is surprised Council is speaking of eminent domain, asking for 
more documentation of the crime issue. 
 
Council Vice President Swingle informed that 54% of all NJ 2C Statute  violations in the 
Borough at rental locations over the past 16 months had occurred at the Hunter Hills 
complex, noting there were 48 in total. 
 
Ms. O'Donnell - informing that she works for a non-profit organization, stated  they do 
not have the resources to help on a high level such as a large tenant relocation. 
 
Councilman Greiner reiterated that Council is not proposing to vote to condemn the 
property, this is just a vote asking for a study.  Mr. Greiner also informed that the 
Planning Board would have a public hearing concerning the issue. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [5 TO 1] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Greiner 

NAYS: Joey Novick 

 

 Public Comments -- Session I 

Elaine Gorman, 34 New York Avenue, liaison to the County Tri Centennial Committee - 
gave her report: 
 
Tricentennial Report   November 23, 2013    
 

1. Website---www.hunterdon300th.org 
 

2.   Choir School---Open every Saturday from 10:00am to 2:00pm.  For Sale: 
blankets,   
      bowls, magnets, books, shirts etc.  Tickets available for events     
 
3.   Tricentennial Calendar of Events---available in Clinton and Flemington Shop-
Rites by  

             December 10th      
 

4. Hunterdon in My Heart---pictorial of the County     
Book signings---December 14, 2013-Red Mill-1:00 to 4:00pm 
                           December 15, 2013-Choir School-1:00 to 4:00pm                                                                                                                      

 
5.   Time Capsule---collecting materials.  “Planting” December 31, 2014 at the 
County    

Library                     
 

6.   Tavern Tour---Frenchtown Inn-January 25, 2014.  Tickets available Dec. 7 or 14, 
2013 

 
      7.   Reenactment of the First Freeholders Meeting---January 1, 2014 at the 
Courthouse at   
            1:00pm. Reservations required.    
 

8.  Mapping Hunterdon’s Historic Treasures---January 4, 2014 at the County Library 
at    
1:00pm. Reservations required.         
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9.  Children’s Quilling Craft Project---January 11, 2014 at the North Branch Library 
at    
10:30am to noon.  Reservations required.   

 
10.  Historic House Remodeling---January 18, 2014 at the County Library at 2:00pm      

Reservations required   
 

11. 300 Fun Facts About Hunterdon---January 22, 2014 at the North Branch Library 
at     
7:00pm. Reservations required 

 
 
Lois Stewart, 26 Spring Street -  
 
 1. Budget impact of police promotions: 
 
Council Vice President Swingle - Cumulative impact $6,520/2013 and $10,401/2014 
 
 2.  Resolution 2013-202, how much money was banked? 
 
Mayor Edwards will get those figures for Ms. Stewart. 
 
 3.  Cost of flowers last year. 
 
Council President Velella - $8,700 for flowers in Borough planters. 
 
 4.  Mr. Ozimek's stipend - where does the money come from? 
 
Mayor Edwards - Budgeted, as this is not the first year given 
 
Jay Makuch, 58 Broad Street - asked for the cost of the Hintz study. 
 
Councilman Greiner said the compete bill has not been submitted yet. 
 
Mr. Makuch - questioned the Hineline foreclosure in regard to the tax liens and 
suggested the Borough retain an attorney outside of the Greenbaum firm to deal with 
the redevelopment. 
 
Mayor Edwards said the first goal of the Hineline foreclosure is to stop the amount 
owed to the Borough from increasing, and then find a satisfactory redeveloper with the 
hope of recouping some, if not all of the money.  Ms. Edwards said she does not know 
what amount of their lien the DEP may forgive, noting there are months to go before 
the foreclosure process comes to a close. 
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Councilman Novick, noting that when a bank forecloses they take the property and sell 
it, asked how it is different for the Borough in this case.  Mr. Novick also asked if the 
Borough would be liable for the $2m DEP lien. 
 
Attorney Beckelman said the Borough could take title.  Mr. Beckelman said the lien will 
need to be satisfied, which will be addressed when the property transfers to the new 
owner. 
 
Mayor Edwards informed that the Borough will not take title to the property, and if 
there is no new developer, it will go to the DEP. 

 

 Mayor's Report (up to approximately 3 minutes) 

Mayor Edwards wished to thank Council for recognizing the seriousness of the Hunter 
Hills issues. 
 
Mayor Edwards reiterated her plans to meet with the residents of Hunter Hills, and all 
the other apartment complexes on consecutive Thursdays, starting on January 9th.  Ms. 
Edwards informed that her goal is to meet with all who want to be heard, and stated 
she has already spoken with many residents. 
 
Mayor Edwards also thanked Council for considering the expanded Global Ag study. 
 
Mayor Edwards informed, concerning the expanded Union Hotel study, that there will 
be a Planning Board hearing on December 16th, with a follow up at the January 27th 
Council meeting; if the Planning Board refers it back to them. 
 
Mayor Edwards informed that, due to the protracted period of complaints from 
residents, the Borough is terminating its contract with the current trash hauler as of 
December 31st.  There is a Resolution on tonight's Agenda to solicit bids for a new 
hauler, with an interim contractor being sought. 
 
Mayor Edwards stated she had attended the Parks & Rec Senior Citizens Luncheon held 
on December 7th , noting how it was an opportunity to interact with local seniors.  Ms. 
Edwards said the very special guest speaker was Archie Fagan, of Shoprite, who is a 
World War II Veteran.  Mr. Fagan gave a moving account of this time in his life, which 
included the bombing of Pearl Harbor.  Mr. Fagan is 88 years old, and still works full 
time at Shoprite.  Ms. Edwards said this gave her the idea to ask local veterans to 
march along with Council members at the next Borough Memorial Day Parade. 
 
Mayor Edwards thanked all who came out to the night's open house, stating the 
evening was to celebrate the close of another productive year's work in the Borough of 
Flemington.   
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Mayor Edwards informed that the Borough reorganization meeting would be held on 
January 2nd at 6pm in Borough Hall. 

 

Council Members' Reports 

 Council Vice President Swingle 

Council Vice President Swingle chose to reserve his time for commenting on upcoming 
Resolutions on the night's Agenda. 

  

Council President Velella 

Council President Velella also wished to reserve his comments for later items on the 
night's Agenda, but wished to thank the DPW for the great job they did the night before 
to clear Borough roads and make them safe for the community. 
 

 Councilwoman Fine 

Councilwoman Fine said that both the Holiday Parade and Turkey Trot were very nice 
events. 
 
Concerning the Environmental Commission, Ms. Fine said they would be meeting on the 
19th at 7:00pm, with discussion on how to increase the Borough's status for 
Sustainable Jersey.  Ms. Fine noted the Borough is currently at the bronze level.  Ms. 
Fine informed the grant deadline concerning food waste composting and green energy 
is January 26th. 
 

 Councilman Gorman 

Councilman Gorman also noted the great job the DPW did the night before. 
 
Mr. Gorman informed that on November 22nd he met with insurance representative 
John Moore to review Borough insurance policies. 
 
Also on the 22nd, Mr. Gorman attended a meeting with the RTMUA concerning the wet 
weather facility. 
 
On December 2nd, Mr. Gorman attended an FBID meeting. 
 
Mr. Gorman informed there would be no Parks & Rec meeting in December. 
 

 Councilman Novick 

Councilman Novick informed Mediatech would be holding a meeting at the Borough 
Library on December 11th, at 7:00pm. 
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 Councilman Greiner 

Councilman Greiner informed that the Borough Fire Marshall Turner had traveled to 
Florida to attend, at his own expense, arson investigation certification training.  Mr. 
Turner has also volunteered with the County arson investigation squad. 
 
Mr. Greiner said the HPC is proactively seeking volunteers for a Borough house tour to 
take place during the County Tri Centennial, noting five houses are scheduled so far. 
 
Mr. Greiner informed he is working to modify the current housing ordinance to allow 
more frequent inspections, in an effort to combat overcrowding.  Mr. Greiner said plans 
are to present the revised ordinance at the January 27th Council meeting. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 Motion To: Approve Minutes: November 18, 2013 Regular Council 
Meeting 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

SECONDER: Dorothy Fine, Councilwoman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 Motion To: Approve Minutes: December 2, 2013  Joint Meeting Minutes 

RESULT: APPROVED [5 TO 0] 

MOVER: John Gorman, Councilman 

SECONDER: Dorothy Fine, Councilwoman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Greiner 

ABSTAIN: Joey Novick 

 

 Flemington Borough Police Department Promotions 

Council Vice President Swingle informed the Police Promotion Ceremony has not been 
set yet, but will be announced. 
 
Police Lieutenant Robert LaMothe, speaking on behalf of Chief George Becker, wished 
to congratulate all the promoted officers. 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-193: AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF SERGEANT 
JERRY ROTELLA TO THE RANK OF LIEUTENANT WITHIN THE 
FLEMINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-194: AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF OFFICER 
MICHAEL MARIASCHIN TO THE RANK OF SERGEANT WITHIN THE 
FLEMINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-195: AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF 
PATROLMAN WILLIAM SORIANO TO THE RANK OF SERGEANT WITHIN 
THE FLEMINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-196: AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF 
PATROLMAN LOUIS HRIBIK TO THE RANK OF CORPORAL WITHIN THE 
FLEMINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Corporal Hribik thanked Council, and speaking of all the hard work Borough Police 
officers do to keep the community safe, said that he will strive to be the best Corporal 
that he can be. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-197: AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF 
PATROLMAN LAUREN VANMETRE TO THE RANK OF CORPORAL WITHIN 
THE FLEMINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-198: AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF 
PATROLMAN BRAD BULLMAN TO THE RANK OF CORPORAL WITHIN  THE 
FLEMINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-199: AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN 
A TWO-YEAR EXTENSION (JANUARY 1, 2013 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 
2014) OF THE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT WITH TEAMSTERS 
LOCAL 469 

Lois Stewart, 26 Spring Street - questioned the terms of this agreement and its effect 
on the budget. 
 
Mayor Edwards explained it is a 2% salary increase for each of 2013 and 2014, also 
giving members access to the state dental plan, on the same terms as the Police. 
 
CFO Hance said he is still calculating the budget impact. 
 
Councilman Gorman informed this is the first salary increase in 3 years. 
 
Mayor Edwards added that the Borough must take care of its employees. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: John Gorman, Councilman 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-200: ACCEPTING THE RETIREMENT OF LINDA FORCE, 
COURT CLERK, EFFECTIVE JANUARY 31, 2014 AND AUTHORIZING THE 
PROCESS TO BEGIN TO SEEK A CANDIDATE TO FILL THE VACANCY 

Council members spoke fondly of Ms. Force and her many years serving the Borough 
Court. 
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Council Vice President Swingle noted that the predominant responsibility of the Court 
Clerk is to deal with paper, suggesting the Borough look into E-ticketing moving 
forward. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Joey Novick, Councilman 

SECONDER: John Gorman, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-201: AUTHORIZING A STIPEND IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$1,750.00 FOR ROB OZIMEK FOR HIS EXTENSIVE VOLUNTEER EFFORTS 
WITH THE SHADE TREE COMMISSION FOR THE YEAR 2013 

Council members spoke of the dedication Mr. Ozimek gives to the Borough, not only 
during the workday, but also after hours.  Council President Velella noted how Mr. 
Ozimek regularly attends Shade Tree Commission meetings. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council President 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-202: REQUESTING THAT THE BOROUGH’S 2013 
ALLOCATION OF HUNTERDON COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUNDS 
BALANCE IN THE AMOUNT OF $14,373.84 BE BANKED AND RESERVED 
FOR FUTURE USE 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dorothy Fine, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: John Gorman, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-203: APPROVING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION 
FROM JOSHUA ECKARD TO THE NJ FIREMAN'S ASSOCIATION 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 
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 RESOLUTION 2013-204: APPROVING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION 
FROM CHRISTIAN JANKOWSKI TO THE NJ FIREMAN'S ASSOCIATION 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-205: AUTHORIZING THE INSERTION OF $2,326.64 
INTO THE 2013 MUNICIPAL BUDGET AS REVENUE FROM THE STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY FOR THE 2013 BODY ARMOR GRANT 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-207: AUTHORIZING THE INSERTION OF $26,713.00 
INTO THE 2013 MUNICIPAL BUDGET AS REVENUE FROM THE STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY FOR THE SAFE & SECURE GRANT P-5145-13 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-206: AUTHORIZING THE INSERTION OF $4,728.74 
INTO THE 2013 MUNICIPAL BUDGET AS REVENUE  FROM THE STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY FOR THE RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: John Gorman, Councilman 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-208: APPROVING THE BOROUGH'S PARTICIPATION 
IN THE SAFE AND SECURE GRANT PROGRAM 



Minutes Mayor and Common Council December 9, 2013 

Borough of Flemington Page 17Updated 5/27/2014 12:07 PM1/24/2014 5:00 PM12/30/2013 11:08 AM 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-209: APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

Councilman Greiner noted this is a 1.2 % adjustment on a $5m budget.   
 
Mayor Edwards added that these are budgeted funds being moved from one line to 
another. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: John Gorman, Councilman 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-210: APPROVING THE CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN 
FOR THE AUDIT FINDINGS FOR THE YEAR 2012 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council President 

SECONDER: Dorothy Fine, Councilwoman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-211: AUTHORIZING THE SOLICITATION OF BIDS FOR 
SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING COLLECTION FOR THE BOROUGH 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: John Gorman, Councilman 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 RESOLUTION 2013-212: AUTHORIZING A TAX ABATEMENT ON BLOCK 38 
LOT 35 KNOWN AS FEED MILL STATION, LLC 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

SECONDER: Joey Novick, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 Motion To: Open Public Hearing Concerning Ordinance 2013-20 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council President 

SECONDER: John Gorman, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 Public Hearing 

Lois Stewart, 26 Spring Street - asked if the monies are already in the budget and when 
the work will begin. 
 
Mayor Edwards said this money is already in the budget.  She said the work will begin 
as soon as possible in the spring, noting utility work must be done by May.  Ms. 
Edwards said there will be a notice to residents informing they may attend a meeting 
concerning this project. 
 
Noelle O'Donnell, 50 Bonnell Street - voiced concerns that this work should not be done 
until the Union Hotel project is complete. 
 
Council President Velella informed this work will be on the south side of Maple Avenue, 
which is below the Union Hotel, adding this is to correct a drainage issue. 

 Motion To: Close Public Hearing 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council President 

SECONDER: John Gorman, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 ORDINANCE 2013-20: SECOND READING: ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $180,002 FOR 
UTILITY WORK ASSOCIATED WITH THE WILLIAMS STREET, SPRING 
STREET & MAPLE AVENUE ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council President 

SECONDER: John Gorman, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 Motion To: Open Public Hearing Concerning Ordinance 2013-21 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: John Gorman, Councilman 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 Public Hearing 

Lois Stewart, 26 Spring Street - asked for specifics to this project, including dollar 
amounts and materials to be used. 
 
Councilman Gorman read directly from the Ordinance to answer Ms. Stewart's 
questions, adding that as many trees as possible will be saved in the process. 
 
Mayor Edwards added that property owners will be given the option to keep their slate 
sidewalks if they are in safe condition. 

 Motion To: Close Public Hearing 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

SECONDER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 ORDINANCE 2013-21: ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR GENERAL 
OBLIGATION BONDS IN THE AMOUNT $855,000 FOR VARIOUS ROAD 
REPAIRS 

Councilman Greiner, noting he is sensitive to the debt limit, informed doing all the listed 
work will push the debt back up to $8m, which will be the highest since 2011.  Mr. 
Greiner said that he would prefer to only do the Williams/Spring Street component in 
the upcoming year, as the State grant of $320k is only applicable to this part of the 
project, which has a cost of $505k, thus bringing the cost down to $185k.  Mr. Greiner 
said he would vote "yes" to the resolution, but informed that he will balk at approving 
any future projects that would push the total general debt above $8M. 
 
Councilman Gorman informed that the Borough has been applying for grants to aid in 
the Walters Lane component, but has had no success. 
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Mayor Edwards reminded that Stangl Road is a focal point for retail, noting the roadway 
area is in horrific condition and embarrassing. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: John Gorman, Councilman 

SECONDER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

Motion To: Open Public Hearing Concerning Ordinance 2013-22 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dorothy Fine, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 Public Hearing 

Elaine Gorman, 34 New York Avenue - asked how often a retail food license must be 
renewed. 
 
Mayor Edwards informed they are renewed yearly. 

 Motion To: Close Public Hearing 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council President 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 ORDINANCE 2013-22: ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FLEMINGTON, CHAPTER IV 
LICENSING, SECTION 3 RETAIL FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dorothy Fine, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: John Gorman, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

 Motion To: Open Public Hearing Concerning Ordinance 2013-23 
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RESULT: APPROVED [5 TO 0] 

MOVER: Dorothy Fine, Councilwoman 

SECONDER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Novick, Greiner 

AWAY: John Gorman 

 Public Hearing 

Jay Makuch, 58 Broad Street -  
 
 1.  Are public protests and demonstrations excluded? 
 
Mayor Edwards replied "yes" 
 
 2.  Is a homeowner exempt to construction rules on Sunday? 
 
Council Vice President Swingle replied "not in this case.  This is an attempt to provide a 
day of rest". 
 
Mayor Edwards informed she has been speaking with community members who also 
have concerns about this proposed ordinance.  Ms. Edwards said that saying a 
homeowner can't do construction on Sunday is onerous, but applying time constraints 
might be acceptable. 
 
Councilmen Velella and Novick both said they have concerns. 
 
Mayor Edwards suggested tabling the Ordinance until the next Council meeting on 
January 27th, asking that all Council members submit their recommended changes.  Ms. 
Edwards said the committee will then reconvene and put together a revised draft for 
review. 
 
Lois Stewart, 26 Spring Street asked that there be constraints on undue noise before 
8am. 

 Motion To: Close Public Hearing 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council President 

SECONDER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 ORDINANCE 2013-23: ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FLEMINGTON, CHAPTER III POLICE 
REGULATIONS, SECTION 21 NOISE 
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RESULT: TABLED [UNANIMOUS] Next: 1/27/2014 7:30 PM 

MOVER: Joey Novick, Councilman 

SECONDER: Phil Greiner, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

Motion To: Open Public Hearing Concerning Ordinance 2013-24 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: Phil Velella, Council President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 Public Hearing 

There were no public comments/questions. 

 Motion To: Close Public Hearing 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Velella, Council President 

SECONDER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 ORDINANCE 2013-24: ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FLEMINGTON, CHAPTER XX 
TAXICABS, SECTION 20-16 REVOCATION AND SUSPENSION OF LICENSES 
AND 20-19 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: John Gorman, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

  

Public Comments -- Session II 

Jay Makuch, 58 Broad Street - questioned how the Planning Board can override a 
Borough Ordinance when considering a construction application in regard to a home in 
the Historic District.  Mr. Makuch stated the Planning Board does not have an advisory 
role in these cases and should only be enforcing the Ordinance. 
 
Attorney Beckelman informed allowing the Planning Board the ability to override must 
be written into the Ordinance. 
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Lois Stewart, 26 Spring Street - stated there should be no such provision - the 
Ordinance needs to be enforced. 
Ms. Stewart wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays. 

 

 Attorney's Report 

No Report at this time. 

 

Payment of the Bills 

 Motion To: Pay the Bills 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: John Gorman, Councilman 

SECONDER: Joey Novick, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner 

 

Executive Session For Any Other Applicable Matter Identified During the 
Regular Meeting (Action May Be Taken) 

No items for Executive Session at this time. 

 

Adjournment 

 Motion To: Adjourn 11:02 PM 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swingle, Council Vice President 

SECONDER: John Gorman, Councilman 

AYES: Swingle, Velella, Fine, Gorman, Novick, Greiner  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________    January 2, 2013 
Robin M Hughes 
Acting Deputy Clerk 
Borough of Flemington 


